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signs of devotion, but only pure service (ahaituki); it
is of such devotees He speaks in Bh. 9 : 4 : 64 : "I am
under the control of the devotee and as it were no longer
independent" (aham bhaktaparadh^no hyaswaiantra
iva). Devotion is the " Bliss-Potency of Bhagavan "
(M. 268); when done for Him all virtuous acts acquire
infinite merit. Through it the soul comes to the direct
perception of Him which destroys all maya and the
lures of samsara.

God is Love and Beauty; He is not infinitely
remote from the soul but ever within and ready to save
those who believe in and call to Him. Their worship
pf Him fills the heart with love and cancels their
desires; adoration is indeed the essence of religion,
which cannot exist where the sense of the Immanent
Lord is allowed to destroy the sense of the Tran-
scendentally Holy.

Devotion is really the best path to follow because
(l) it is natural to the soul, and every human being has
the instinct to adore and serve some supreme Ideal
Jhidden deep in his heart; (2) other paths may liberate
the soul from creation's bondage, but devotion alone
allows her to join in the play of the Lord and thus to
add to His delight; (3) it is open to all: to foreigners,
members of all creeds and castes, of all standards
of education, of all degrees of attachment to the
world, rich and poor alike; whatever be their motive,
all may tread some way' along this road to God;

(4) it makes final success certain even in the
world ; and (5) it destroys all the diseases of past